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Saturday,  August  1,  1936 


(FOR  BROADCAST  USE  ONLY) 


SUBJECT:     "NEWS  NOTES  FROM  WASHINGTON."     Information  from  the  Bureau  of  Home 
Economics,  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture. 

— oOo — 

Writes  our  Department- of -Agri culture  reporter  from  Washington  this  week: 

"My  news  today  is  for  the  intrepid  summer  shopper,  the  thrifty  woman  who 
takes  advantage  of  summer  sales  no  matter  what  the  weather.     She  will  be 
especially  interested  in  a  new  leaflet  just  off  the  Government  printing  press, 
which  gives  information  on  buying  women's  cloth  coats.    Plenty  of  tips  in  that 
little  leaflet  on  getting  value  at  summer  coat  sales. 

"The  new  leaflet  is  No.  117.     Its  title  is  'Quality  Guides  in  Buying 
Women's  Cloth  Coats.'     And  it  is  yours  for  the  asking  as  long  as  the  free 
supply  lasts  on  Department  of  Agriculture  shelves.     If  you  want  a  copy,  you 
just  send  your  name  end  address  to  the  Department  of  Agriculture  at  Washington, 
D.  C.    If  you  aren't  shopping  for  coats  this  early  in  the  season,  maybe  you'd 
like  to  order  a  copy  now  to  have  on  hand  to  heip  you  do  your  buying  in  the  fall. 
You  know  about  the  early  worm — 

"Speaking  for  myself,  I  don't  mind  confessing  that  the  few  pages  in  that 
little  leaflet  have  opened  my  eyes  to  many  a  point  about  coats  that  I  never 
realized  before.     The  next  time  I  need  a  new  coat,   I'm  not  likely  to  buy  it  as 
I've  done  before — on  appearance  alone.     I'm  going  to  be  thinking  of  a  few  more 
things  than  fit,  style,  and  color. 

"For  here's  what  the  leaflet  says:  'Everything  that  goes  into  the  making 
of  a  coat — the  outer  cloth,  lining,  interlining,  stays  and  trim,  as  well  as  the 
fit,  workmanship,  and  pressing  have  to  be  considered  when  looking  for  good 
quality.    Unlike  most  other  garments  that  women  wear,  a  coat  is  a  composite  of 
different  materials  put  together  in  such  a  way  that  much  of  the  workmanship 
and  material  that  counts  is  hidden.    The  purchaser  consequently  finds  it 
extremely  hard  to  judge  quality.    Yet  a  coat  usually  represents  a  considerable 
outlay  of  money,  and  it  must  stand  wear  in  all  kinds  of  weather  generally  for 
at  least  3  or  4  years! 

"As  you  know,  the  clothing  people  at  the  Bureau  of  Home  Economics  are 
very  interested  in  informative  labels  on  garments.    They  have  made  a  study  of 
clothing  labels.    And  they  say  that  perhaps  on  some  happy  day  in  the  future, 
clothes  in  the  shops  will  be  so  well  marked,  that  we  can  make  our  purchase  on 
the  strength  of  the  information  on  the  tag.    But  that  is  the  future.    At  present, 
they  find  that  tags  attached  to  some  coats  are  helpful,   but  that  too  often  the 
facts  given  concern  only  one  part  of  the  coat-- just  tell  about  the  fur,  perhaps, 
or  the  interlining,  or  something  else.    They  believe  that  more  complete  informa- 
tion would  be  a  great  help  to  the  woman  purchaser,  and  that  dealers  and  manu- 
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facturers  would  also  "benefit  from  labels  which  would  call  the  shopper's  attention 
to  special  qualities  or  to  service  that  she  might  reasonably  expect  from  the  coat. 

"The  leaflet  suggests  that  the  first  point  to  consider  in  'buying  a  coat 
is  the  type  to  suit  your  purpose.     If  you  consider  your  personal  needs  before 
going  out  to  select  a  coat,   the  clothing  people  say  that  you  can  often  save  time, 
money,  and  the  uncertainty  that  may  end  in  a  "bad  buy.     They  suggest  a  few  good 
questions  you  might  ask  yourself  on  the  way  to  the  store  —  'For  what  occasions 
do  I  need  a  coat?    What  price  can  I  pay?    How  many  years  must  I  wear  it?  And, 
what  color  will  he  most  adaptahle,  economical,  and  "becoming?1    And  they  say: 
'With  these  questions  clearly  answered  in  your  own  mind,  you  can  decide  definite- 
ly on  the  type  of  coat  you  want — whether  all-purpose,  sports,  or  dressy  —  that 
will  best  fit  your  needs. 1 

"You  may  he  interested  to  know  that  a  coat  suitable  for  all  occasions — 
the  kind  that  most  of  us  need — requires  more  careful  selection  than  any  other. 
If  you  are  buying  an  all-purpose  coat,  you  have  to  avoid  both  the  strictly 
tailored  and  the  dressy  styles,  and  look  for  a  conservative  "blend  of  both  types. 
Safety  lies  in  sticking  to  simple,  distinctive  lines,  substantial  material,  and 
a  staple  color. 

"Whatever  type  you  buy,  here  are  a  few  points  not  to  overlook.     Since  a 
coat  is  intended  above  all  to  keep  you  warm,  lock  for  both  design  and  material 
that  will  keep  out  cold.     You  want  a  neck-line  that  will  fasten  up  close  around 
the  throat,  and  sleeves  that  are  close  at  the  wrist,  and  a  wide  front  lap  that 
does  not  flap  open.     Otherwise  the  wintry  breezes  will  be  blowing  doom  your  neck 
and  up  your  sleeves.    Notice  the  weight  of  a  coat  in  comparison  to  its  warmth, 
says  the  leaflet.    And  it  explains:   'The  heaviest  coat  is  not  necessarily  the 
warmest.    Warmth  depends  on  the  construction  of  the  fabric  as  well  as  the  design 
of  the  coat. 1 

"Did  you  ever  buy  a  coat  so  narrow  around  the  knees  that  it  was  un- 
comfortable to  walk  in?    Did  you  ever  buy  one  that  had  such  a  tight  sleevethat 
you  couldn't  drive  your  car  or  use  your  arms  much  without  fear  of  tearing  it? 
If  you  have  had  either  of  these  unpleasant  experiences,  you'll  know  why  the  leaf- 
let suggests:   "Make  certain  of  ample  reaching  and  walking  room.    Put  on  the  coat 
and  try  it  out  in  different  positions  before  you  make  your  choice.    Roominess  for 
sitting  is  not  the  same  problem  that  it  is  in  dresses.    You  will  want,  whenever 
possible,  to  unbutton  and  loosen  a  fitted  coat  as  you  sit,  to  help  preserve  its 
shape. ' 

"Did  you  ever  have  a  coat  that  seemed  to  catch  everything— every  bit  of 
dust  or  of  floating  lint?  That  you  could  brush  end  brush  for  dear  life  without 
much  effect?  And  did  you  ever  have  a  coat  full  of  darts,  tucks  or  pleats  that 
held  dust  in  hard-to-get- at  corners.  If  so,  you'll  appreciate  this  advice  from 
the  leaflet:  'Choose  a  style  that  can  be  brushed  clean  and  pressed  Av°ia 
outside  darts,  tucks,  pleats,  and  full  gathers  that  catch  and  hold  dust,  bucn 
places  also  invite  moths.' 

©ur  correspondent  concludes  her  letter  by  saying:  "Hit  why  should  I  go  on 
this  way,  telling  you  all  the  helpful  tips  in  the  new  leaflet  when  you  can  r. 
copy  of  your  own?     I'll  stop  right  here  and  just  remind  X™  clot"- 
is  off  the  press,  that'   it's  name  is  'Quality  Guides  in  B^l^A^-'  Iture  It 
Coats',  and  that  you  can  have  it  by.  writing  the  Department  of  Agriculture  at 

Washington,  D.  C." 


